














































which consists of two populous villages. 
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From the London Missionary Chronicle, Jan. 1826. 
IDOLATRY RENOUNCED. 


Extract of a leiter from Rev. Joseph Kam, dated, Island 
of Amboyna, (India Secs) 19th January, 1825. 





“In December, 1823, I called at Elpaputy, 
, Mr. 
Starnink, one of our Dutch missionaries, 
strongly desired me to remove him from that 
place, having now been laboring there for al- 
most three years, and there not beme, any fruit 
trom his labours; which was also the advice 
of the Resident, who thought it would not be 
advisable for him to remain; but I said to 
him, ‘My dear brother, try but one year 
more, because God is able to assist you, and 
bless your painful labors in his own appoint- 
ed time” On the 29th September, 1524, 
(nine months afterwards) when he had again 
admonished both the chiefs, or rulers of the 
villages, on account of their bad conduct in 
worshipping the dumb idols, some of the inha- 
bitants hearing this began to be angry ; and 
on the same evening, when he was engaged 
in service at church, they weut to his dwelling 
house and put fire on the top of it, on pur- 
pose to burn it down ; but no sooner was the 
fire there, than a shower of rain, for about 
halfan hour, quenched the flame. 

After the service was over, his servants 
told him of the circumsiance. Immediately 
he required the chiefs to come before him to 
give them notice of what had happened. After 
this they promised to call the villagers on the 
following morning, to be present before the 
house of Mr, Starnink; when he asked the 
people, in general, to prove them, what was 
the reason of such bad conduct as that appear- 
ed to be to him, which had happened on the 
past night, whether this was the reward for 
the assistance he was always ready to give 
them, and still was ready to give them, in 
times of sickness and disease, as well as medi- 
cines, and for instructing their children in 
reading the Holy Scriptures. Not one of 
them was able to answer him, being too well 
convinced of their bad conduct towards a man 
ofsuch a character. At this time one of the 
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He 
felt the power of the truth of what Mr. 8, had 
said to them; and the more so, when he put 
them in mind of the providence of God in 
saving his house by sending a shower of rain 
just in time to drown the fire on the iop of it, 
and to show his power in saving his servants, 


chiefs cried out, ‘ I will bring my idols.’ 


according to his promise. As soon as they 
heard this, they were pricked to the heort 5 
and the other chief, with the people of his 
village, promised to bring to him their idols at 
once ; but as it was on the Sabbath morning, 
and the time when they should attend divine 
worship, he advised them to collect the idols 
all together, of both villages, and to bring 
them the next day ; and so they all went into 
church, with thanksgivings to God, the living 
Gud, for what he had done. 

On the next day it was indeed a great so- 
lemnity, and a real feast day, as the public 
and private idols were collected together. 
Before the fire was put under them, Mr Star- 
nink desired all the children of the two villa- 
ges to be called together, to see, for the last 
time, the fvolishness of their parents, and 
what was the end of their idols, that they 
might keep it in remembrance ; and after ihe 
fire was put under them, the children were 
very merry, and began to dance and rejoice ; 
and the parents joined their children, and 
confessed their foolishness before God and 
man. Certauly we may say, this is the 
Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eves, 

Mr. Kam, in another letter, dated the 10th 
January, observes, that at Ceram, on the 
southern coast of the island, God has, by the 
preaching of the gospel, beea showering down 
his mercy, so that four villages, containing 
2500 souls, have forsaken their idols. ‘l'wo 
of the villages drowned their idols in the sea, 
and the other two burnt theirs in the fire. He 
further says, * We recently celebrated the 
Saviour’s dying love, when a small number of 
real converts sat down with us (two of his 
brethren) at the Lord’s table. We have 
therefore great hope that in this part of ne 
Molucea islands our dear Redeemer shall see 
of the travail of his soul and shall be satisfied,” 























































704 Jews’ Societ y. 


JEWS’ SOCIETY. 


*From the Seventeenth Report of this Society we 
make the following extracts :— 
Exertions in behalf of the Continental Jews. 
FRANCE. 

M. Rostan, of Paris, thus writes— 

The report of the labours of your Society 
is gradually spreading, and has been the 
means of bringing us into connexion with se- 
veral friends of Israel in this country. Thus 
the number of such as pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem increases from day to day; and 
Christians in France begin to be aware, that 
the peace of Israel is the peace of the earth. 

In Metz also, where some thousands of 
Jews resided, a cheering prospect has opened, 
as appears by the following statement of Mr. 
R. Smith, who passed through that place on 
his return to England, and writes from Paris— 

I had a Letter of Recommendation to the 
Minister of the Protestant Church in Metz, 
from whom I met with a most cordial recep- 
tion. There are residing in the town a great 
number of Jews, perhaps more than in any 
town in France; and they appear, on the 
whole, more inclined to Christianity, ‘The 
Protestant Minister, who is intimately ac- 
quainted with many of them, particularly 
with the Chief Rabbi, considers Metz as the 
place from whence light will go out among 
the Jews in France. 

The affecting account, which the same Let- 
ter gives of the state of some of the Jews in 
the capital of France, is but too applicable, 
the Committee fear, to tens of thousands of 
that unhappy people :— 

In Paris, there appear to be but very few 


Jews, proportionably to the size of this great |. 


city. They have two Synagogues, one of 
which I have been in; and it is certainly the 
neatest synagogue which I have ever seen: 
the singing was very fine; but, on the whole, 
the usual indifference prevailed. | asked one 
who stood near me several questions about 
the contents of the book which he held in his 
hand, containing prayers, psalms, &c. He 
replied, that it was nearly the same as was 
used by all Jews, but that “it amounted to 
nothing !” I sincerely believe that this is the 
case with many thousands of them—that at 
the very time they are babbling over their 
devotion, and many of them apparently with 
great earnestness and zeal, they do not be- 
lieve that there is any thing in it. 
HOLLAND. 

The Rev, A. S. Thelwall still continues his 
labours in Amsterdam: he states that all 
things are going on there “ quietly and well.” 

GERMANY. 
Frankfort—From the Second Report of the 
Frankfort Society for promoting Christianity 
among the Jews, it appears that the cause 
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there ix prospering. It is not a little grati- 
fying to hear from those who have such op- 
portunity for experiment and observation, 
that they “ find the better-informed Israelites 
ready to receive any thing that can enlighten 
their understanding, and eager to read Tracts 
and New Testaments.” And, although the 
Frankfort Society explicitly avows that its 
chief object has been to promote the general 
knowledge of Christianity among the Jews, 
rather than to aim at the instruction and con- 
version of individuals until some measures 
shall be taken for the maintenance of them, 
yet this one Report contains a gratifying ac- 
count of Nine Baptisms that had already ta- 
ken place ; and adds, “ Many more hopeful 
Israelites have also applied for baptism ; but, 
for the reasons already specified, we have not 
been able to meet their wishes.” That the 
efforts of this Society have not been ineffec- 
tual, in calling the attention of the Jews to 
the subject of Christianity, appears in a stri- 
king manner, from the latest communication 
which your committee have received from 
Frankfort, under date of December last: it 
appears thata considerable party of Jews have 
declared their intention openly to avow their 
opinions ; and, if not to embrace Christianity, 
at least publicly to examine its pretensions, 

Mr. Marc mentions the baptism of several 
Israelites at Frankfort, Elberfield, and Stock- 
ham: among whom are Dr, Wolf and anoth- 
er eminent physician; also Dr, Goldman, 
with his whole family, and another Jew; the 
two latter having been awakened to inquire 
into the truth of Christianity by means of 
some of the London Society’s publications. 

Although it is an object to which, from the 
very constitution of your Society, no part of 
its funds can be appropriated ; yet your 
Committee cannot help rejoicing, that the 
friends of Israel on the Continent are provi- 
ding asylums for those Jews, who, by the open 
profession of Christianity, have literally suf- 
fered the loss of all things. 

Detmold—The venerable Baron Blomberg 
thus writes— 

Thanks be to God, we have not been left 
totally without a blessing. Seven proselytes, 
partly the fruit of Mr. Petri’s journey to 
Hamburgh, partly recommended by others, 
have been forwarded by us to the Institution 
of Count Von der Recke. We have also in 
our neighbourhood ‘several young Jews, and 
among them some Teachers, who have a 
cordial desire after Christianity ; but, instead 
of encouraging, we are obliged to restrain 
them, until we see a way opened for their 
support: for, as scon as they have come to a 
determination to embrace Christianity, they 
are excluded and abandoned by their rela- 





tives, and left in utter poverty. 
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Dresden—Mr. Goldberg writes— 
It has pleased the Lord to pour out upon 
the work, established for the salvation of Is- 


rael in this capital, an increased measure of 


His blessing. Fourteen persons of the Jew- 
ish Population, whom I have instructed and 
partly still instruct in the truths of Christi- 
anity, have been added to the flock of the 
Good Shepherd, who gave His life tor them. 
The number of pupils in our Institution has 
increased. 

Leipsic—Mr. Goldberg by desire of the 
Committee of the Dresden Society, visited 
Leipsic ; and thus speaks of his proceedings 
and prospects in that place— 

I went to the Inns where the Jews resort ; 
and was soon convinced that these are the 
most suitable places for free intercourse with 
them, because there they have leisure to lis- 
ten to instruction. I spent almost the whole 
day among them; and the Lord supplied me 
with strength and courage to proclaim to 
Jews from Poland, Greece, Bohemia, and 
Germany, the Saviour of the World; to call 
upon them to believe in Hinf®; and to put 
Tracts into their hands, which are generally 
received with gratitude. Several Jews, in- 
deed, who are still hostile to Cliristianity, 
curse both the Societies and Missionaries, 
whom they call impostors, and deccivers of 
their people, and endeavour to oppose their 
labours. 

In a subsequent commanication, Mr. Gold- 
berg writes— 

After my return to Dresden, the Christian 
Friend who had assisted me in distributing 
Tracts, wrote to me from Leipsic, as _fol- 
lows—* It is a pity that you left Leipsic so 
soon. Many Jews, who wished to call upon 
you, were grieved to learn that you were 
cone. Jews from Brody have requested your 
direction ; being determined, if possible, to 
wait upon you at Dresden. I cannot be suf- 
ficientiy thankful for the blessing which has 
attended your visit here. There never yet 
has been so great a stir among the Jews, 
Many, indeed, are angry ; but that is no bad 
sign,” 

PRUSSIA. 

The friends of the Society will remember 
the account given in the last Report of the 
two Jews of Berditchef, who, after a journey 
of 1300 miles, undertaken for the sole purpose 
of obtaining Christian Instruction, arrived at 
Berlin in the Autumn of the year 1822. It 
was then stated, that, after a due course of 
religious instruction, they had ‘received bap- 
tism, and were learning the trade of book- 
sinding. Your Committee have now the 
pleasure to add, that having for more than two 
years given the most satisfactory proofs of 
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duct, and farther manifested the requisite dis- 
position and qualifictions, the Berlin Society 
have resolved to prepare and send them as 
Missionaries to their Jewish Brethren, nd 
your Committee have engaged to make he 
necessary advances for their support and ed- 
ucation. 

In reference to Mr. Handes, the Missiona- 
ry of the Berlin Society, Professor Tholuck 
writes, under date of the 4th of December— 

Mr. Handes has returned trom his late 
journey § and his verbal report of the result 
of his labours far exceeds our expectation, 
anc calls for our devoutest gratitude Con- 
sider only the following facts, and tell me, if 
they are not most encouraging ; nay, | would 
almost say, unexampled, At R. our Mission- 
ary found access to the hearts of the Jews 3 
not as if he had come to Jews, the enemies 
of the Lord Jesus, but as if he had come to 
brethren in Christ: the head of the Syna- 
gogue took such a liking to him, that he call- 
ed him his dear Pastor; and allowed him 
every day to deliver addresses to the Jews in 
his house: during these addresses, the Jews 
sometimes shed tears, pressed the hands of 
the Missionary, and requested his prayers 
for them. AtL.some Jews called upon Mr, 
liandes, and earnestly entreated him to pro- 
long his stay with them; adding that they 
would, at their own expense, hue a room 
which would contain two hundred persons, 
where he might preach tothem. At G. he 
held a meeting, professedly of Christians, in 
a large room; which was attended by all the 
Jews in the place, without exception. 

POLAND. 

In Poland your Society had, at the period 
of the last Report, four ordained Missionaries, 
the Rev. Messrs. M‘Caul, Becker, Wendt, and 
Hoff: besides Mr, O’Neill, who had not re- 
ceived ordination: since that period, they 
have been joined by Messrs. Wermelskirk and 
Reichardt. During the last year, Messrs, 
M‘Caul and Becker have been stationed at 
Warsaw, and Messrs. Wendt and Hoff at 
Petrikau. 

Mr, M‘Caul writes— 

God is blessing our labours here, in a most 
wonderful imanner. Our German Services 
in the Church are well attended. Wehavea 
Service on the Jewish Sabbath : we preach on 
that portion of the Law or the Prophets which 
has been read that day in the Synagogue. 
Besides this, we expound, on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, a Chapter out of the Old Testa- 
ment: this is especially intended for those 
Jews who have expressed a wish to be bap- 
tized. A Jewess had received instruction 
from me, and had remained equally firm 
against temptations and persecutions : as her 





their sincerity, by consistent Christian con- 


family is rich and powerful, we thought it 
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would be well to secure for her the protec- 
tion of his Imperial Highness, the Grand 
Duke Constantine : we therefore applied te 
him, through Colonel Fenshaw, and begged 
that he would condescend to be sponsor: to 
this application his Imperial Highness re- 
turned an answer in the affirmative ; inviting 
us, at the same time, to perform the baptism 
at his palace in Belvidere. 

The public sanction thus given to the Mis- 
sionaries, by the highest Authority in the 
State, will be truly gratifying to the friends of 
the Society : not only as it affords the expec 
tation of their receiving continued support 
and countenance ; but as indicating that this 
Government, as well as others which have 
been noticed, is not altogether indifferent to 
the welfare of its Jewish Subjects, ‘hey 
willalso appreciate the prospect of usefulness. 
which is opened by the institution of regular 
Services in a place where the Jewish Popula- 
tion is so numerous, 

Before they quit the Polish Mission, your 
Committee would lay before you the testimo- 
ny of Mr. Wermelskirk, as it is contained in 
a Letter written by himself in the month of 
September last, shortly after bis arrival in 
Warsaw. 

If there should yet be persons of opinion 
thata Jew cannot be thoroughly converted to 
God, or that little is doing among them, I 
would openly confess, from my own acquaint- 
ance with such changed characters, & knowl- 
edge 6f what I have witnessed in Holland, 
Germany, and the free towns therein, and in 
Poland, that such an opinion can only arise 
from ignorance. The New Testament has 
not been translated, nor Tracts circulated, in 
vain ; nor have my Brother Missionaries la- 
boured in vain. He, who has eyes to see, 
let him see! The accounts which have, from 
time to time, been transmitted to the Society 
from Poland, do by no means come up to tlre 
real state of things: what has been sent, 
therefore, must not only be fully credited, but 
be taken in the fullest sense. 


FEMALE EDUCATION IN ENDIA. 


We have laid before our readers many ioteresting 
details respecting the commencement aud progress of 
femate education in India, chiefly, however, in Cal- 
cutta and its neighbourhood. We copy the follow- 
ing particulars from the communications of the 
Church Missionary Society’s missionaries in the Ma- 
dras station, as proofs that the benefit is not confin- 
ed to one part of India, but that all that is wanted 
is sufficient funds to extend the boon throughout the 
whole peninsula. Mr. Schmid thus traces the rise 
of this promising enter prise : 

“ As soon as we arrived at Palamcottah, we di- 
rected our attention te the object of native-female 
education ; and neglected no opportunity to admon- 
ish the natives. especially the native Christians, to 
care for the education of their daughters ; which had 
the eflect that two of eur central school-boys request- 
ed me, with the consent of their parents, to give 
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them Tamul alphabets and spelling cards, in order to 
teach their sisters to read. But after it pleased God to 
bless our labours among our pupils in the seminary to 
the conversion of many, we were induced to estab- 
lish at once a similar institution for native girls. The 
boys induced not less than twenty-five, mostly their 
own sisters, cousins, and neices, to wish to come to 
Palamcottah.” A building having: been prepared 
for their reception, Mr. Schmid says, “ It was a pleas- 
ing scene to see our little girls walking to church in 
great order, cleanly dressed, and with cheerful coun- 
tenances : many of them are attentive to divine things, 
their countenances have such an expression of satis- 
faction and happiness.” 

The number was soon increased, as appears from 
the following appeal, which Mr. Rhenius makes in 
their behalf :—‘ This female institution is an impor- 
tant undertaking. It will be a new era for this part of 
India. May Europe not be slack to answer this call 
upou its bounty! Ladies, | think, must feel particu- 
larly interested ; and I trust that their hearts wi!l be 
open to promote it. Let them reflect on the fact in 
all its bearings, that thirty native females, who were, 
by the common usage of the country, destined to be 
slaves to ignorance, superstition, irreligion and vice 
—and who would be neither able nor willing to fulfil 
the important duties of wives and mothers in such a 
manner as to ensure or promote true happiness—will 
now be brought up, on the contrary, in the light of 
the Gospel—will learn to be cleanly and orderly in 
their persons aw@ in their houses—will receive prop- 
er ideas on right and wrong, on God and the Sav- 
iour, and on the present and future worlds—will learn 
to become sober, faithful, and affectionate wives and 
mothers—will be in the way to receive that change 
of mind and that true holiness, through the Spirit of 
God, without which none shall see the Lord. Let, 
then, our Christian friends in Europe rejoice in this 
small, though, in its consequences, vast beginning !”’ 
[he female children are readily susceptible of kind 
instructions, and these instructions have not been be- 
stowed without an early blessing and reward. Mr. 
Schmid gives the following pleasing view of the fe- 
male children :—*‘ Although the evil practices of the 
natives, and the bad inclinations of the human heart, 
especially envy, vanity, and covetousness, were often 
visible in several of our girls, yet the change, which 
both their exterior and interior have undergone in the 
short time that they have been with us, is very great. 
The evil inclinations of many of them disappeared 
quickly ; and their very countenances, formerly so 
unmeaning and wild, became soon very sweet and 
lovely, and expressive of the happiuess which they 
enjoyed.” 


INDIAN MISSIONS IN UPPER CANADA. 


Extracts from the First Report uf the Canada 
Conference Missionary Society. 
Improvement of the condition of the Indian T'ribes. 

Of the natives, there are two bodies which pre- 
sent themselves, more especially to the benevolent 
consideration of the Christian public, viz. the six 
nations, and the tribes of the great Chippewa fa- 
tion, 

The Mohawks are the most leading tribe of the 
six nations; having been rendered move intelligent 
hy some advantagesof education. By British tib- 
erality, schools have been kept up in the Mohawk 
for many years, by which means principally, sev- 
eral have been matured to a state of intelligence 
and genius sofficiently to prove that the native 
mind is capable of virtues and excellences the 
most refined. These remain monuments of real 
greatness, amidst the depravity of a great part of 
the nation, who, by the destructive use of ardent 
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spirits, are hurried on to the dreadful precipice, 
which threatens their utter extincuon, Nothing, 
in our opinion, can rescue this people, but the 
power of the gospel. 

The Chippewa nation in its various tribes, is by 
far the most numerous, They spread out the 
whole length of the province, extending also far 
to the north, “Their tongue is said to be the 
most prevailing, and is held in such esteem, that 
the chiefs in every tribe must speak it in general 
councils ;” and that, with a knowledge of this 
tongue, the traveller may pass through to the west- 
ern ocean conversing with every nation.—The 
Mississaugahs, once a powerfyl tribe of the Chip 
pewas, have been much reduced by former wars, 
and in latter times by the use*of ardent spirits. 
Of this degraded tribe, more than 60 during the 
past year, “have embraced the gospel, and such 
have been the changes wrought in their feelings 
and manners, as to be matter of astonishment to 
all who knew them; and of especial encourage- 
ment for the Society to persevere in their labors. 

It is now about two years, since a school was 
commenced at the Upper Mohawk, where from 
twenty five to thirty children have been taught to 
read in English. Durimg the same time, a Sab- 
bath School has been kept up, and well attended. 
Through the summer both schools have been pros- 
perous; the Sabbath School on some occasions 
consisting of about sixty youths and children. 
The improvement of the school has been cousid- 
erable, atid some of the scholars give indications of 
superior Capacity. 

At this station, about one hundred adults of the 
Mississaugalis have their tents erected, with a view 
to afford their children the advantages of educa- 
tion ; the principal chief of the tribe setting a suit- 
able example, by encouraging his young wife to 
attend the school. A stroug and increased desire 
is waked up in the youth, for learning to read ; the 
following is an example: A few mouths since, a 
lad of about 17, having heard of the school at the 
Grand River, and prompted by a desire for edu- 
cation, set off on a journey of one hundred miles, 
to visit the place where Indians are taught to read. 
Being hospitably received by the lidian brethren, 
he entered the school, and is now making profi- 
ciency in his studies; and what is further encour- 
aging, he appears to have experienced a change, 
and begins to improve his gifts by prayer, iv his 
native tongue. 

Among the Muncey Indians, a tribe of the Del- 
awares, on the river ‘I‘hames, a school was opened 
in the month of May last.. On the first of Sep- 
tember it consisted of 15 scholars. 

Transiations.—F or two years past, Dr. A. Hill, 
an intelligent Mohawk chief, has beev engaged in 
the translation ef the Evangelists, St. Matthew 
and St. Luke: and having corrected a former 
translation ef St. Mark, and St. John}; the whole 
are now nearly completed, and will be ready for 
the pressina short time. A princess of the same 
nation, well qualified for the work, it is understood, 
is engaged in the translation of the Acts of the 
Apostles ; so that the six nations may hope, at no 
very distant period, to possess the invaluable treas- 
ure of the whole New Tesament in the Mohawk 
language: a tongue which most of the six vations 
understand. A number of excellent hyaims have 
also been lately translated by the doctor, and are 
now ready for printing. In this compilation, care 
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has been taken to select the most spiritua! of our 
hymns, as well as to furnish variety; such as, for 

vening, Morning, Sabbath, Sacramental, &e. 
When this book shall be in possession of our pi- 
ous native brethren, we expect the melody of their 
devotions, already excellent, will be greatly im- 
proved, to the advantage of public worship, and 
for the advancement of personal piety. 

Native Teachers.—Considerable hopes are eu- 
lertained, that teacaers and preachers from among 
the natives will be raised up, and prepared to car- 
ry instruction and the word of life to many nations 
of our vast wilderness. In this hope we are en- 
couraged, from the fact that several promising and 
useful gifts have already appeared both among 
the Mohawks and Chippewas. 

Good effects of Religious Instruction.—The 
peace and amity which prevail among the conver- 
ted Indians, is proof of the happy effects of the 
gospel. Between the five Iroquois nations, (among 
whom the Mohawks have stood conspicuous,) and 
the great Chippewa nation, a deeply rooted avi- 
mosity has existed for ages. This hostility was 
founded in the bloody wars which long prevailed, 
in a severe contest for the sovereignty of the great 
lakes. From that time the two great bodies nev- 
er entered into confederacies,—never mingled in 
general councils, nor pitched their tents, nor held 
their festivals together. But since their christian 
profession, this animosity has ceased. The Mo- 
hawks who possess the fertile flats of the Grand 
River, have invited their Mississangah brethren to 
occupy their lands and reside among them. They 
now both plant in the same fields, send their chil- 
dren to the same school, and worship in the same 
assembly. 

On the river Canard, neat Fort Malden, reside 
a portion of the Wyandots, about twenty of whom 
by the ministry of the Word have become pious, 
and remain an ornament to the Christian relivion. 

At Sandusky also, considerable successes have 
attended the mission. About two hundred have 
become pious ; several have died in the triumphs 
of faith; the school of sixty children is quite pros- 
perous, numbers of whom are reading iv the Testa- 
ment and English Reader, and others are writing, 
The girls are learning the economy of the house, 
and agriculture is flourishing. In fine, the condj- 
tion oj the Indians is in every respect more cous- 
fortable and happy by the introduction of the Gos 
pel; su true is ut, that “ godliness has promise of 
the life that now is, as well as that which is to 
come.” 1 Tim. iv. 8. 

A farmer who resides on the Indian Reserva. 
tion, and who has wituessed the happy changes 
in his Indian neighbors, is now preparing an wcre 
of ground with a view to sow it with wheat, the 
avails of which, he designs to apply towards the 
support of the mission. 


FROM THE NEW-YORK OBSERVER 


TONAWANDA MISSION, 
Messrs. Epirors,— 


Your kindness in allowing the wants of the Ton 
awanda mission to be noticed in wour paper, and 
the supply that notice procured for them, indace 
ine to wouble you with a request to give the follow- 
ing extracts a place in your pages. They are from 








letters received from Mr. Bingham, the missionary 
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at l'onawanda, dated Feb, 26th, and March 9th, 
1826 

“The present number of children is 17. We 
trust they will be permanent scholars. Within a 
few weeks we have Wad four scholars brought from 
Pagan families, and delivered up tous. | think 
the prejudices of the opposing party moderately 
decrease every year. A few weeks ago they ap 
pevred almost entirely subdued; but they have been 
rece tly revived by the visus of some white peo- 
ple opposed to missions, whose counsel it is believ- 
ed, was not much to the ivterest of our school. 
We would not presume to prophesy, but if we may 
be permitted to calculate future success by wihiat 
has «lready been gained, we may indulge a ration 
al hope that the time is not far distant, when they 
will yradually fall iv with the measures adopted for 
Indian reform, And may we not also hope that 
they “ill receive and fully embrace that Gospel. 

“* We trust the Lord has already begun to dis- 
play his grace here, in answer to the prayers of 

is people, and brought some of these sons of the 
forest to a saving knowledge of the truth, Ou 
the first Sabbath in May last, three natives, two 
men and one woman, were baptized ou a profes- 
sion of faith ;two of them in particular, appear to 
be lowly faithful Christians. ‘The other is an old 
man whose mental powers are decaying, but sull 
he seems to lean on Christ as his ouly support. 
On the 8th of this month, (February,) three more, 
one man and two women were baptized. The 
Sabbath following we had our second communion 
Season with these dear disciples, who, but a short 
time since, were in Pagan darkness, practising ac- 
cording to the heathenish traditions of their ances- 
tors. There are also several more, whose minds 
appear to be in a state of serious inquiry. A gil 
about fifteen years of agé, had shown some desue 
to attend religious meetings, and had discontinued 
her attendance on their gieat festivals. At their 
last festival, in the month of January, she was ur- 
ged by her grandmother to go with her sister, who 
was older than herself. She went, and was, | 
think, drawn into the dance ; but in the course otf 
half an hour she found means to esca;.e, and weit 
directly home, alone, a distance of six miles. She 
observed to her parents, that she was very sorry 
for what she had done, for she heard nothing good 
while she was there, but when she went to meet- 
ing, all she heard there was good. 

March 9th. “One of our native brethren has 
been taken away by death. It was the old saa, 
Father Parker. He iefi his testimony in favor of 
the christian religion. His soul was filled with 
joy, and that joy seemed heightened by the con- 
sideration of exchanging worlds on the Sabbath. 
He died on Sabbath morning, the Sth inst. We 
have a sister uamed Maria Smith, who joined us 
as an assistant from Oxden, afew months ago.” 

I would add, that the favors bestowed in conse- 

nee of the notice in your paper lest fall, were 
irtepded to Tonawanda, and arrived niost sea- 
sonably. 

This interesting mission is located on Tonawan 
da creek, the first feeder of the Western canal. In 

uence of this use of its waters, the fishing in 
the creek no longer affords the Tonawandas food. 
Christians who travel that way during the ensuing 
summer, will be much gratified by visiting the sta- 
tion, as it is only a few miles off the route of the 
canal. Tonawanda creek communicates with 
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Lake Erie neay the extremity of the canal. Mr. 
Bingham has charge of the mission. 

Any thing that the Lord may put it into the 
heart of his people to contribute for the support 
of this mission, will be received by the Rev. 
Charles G. Sommers, 39 Cedar Street ; Rev. S. H. 
Cone, Bowery; Mr. Stokes, 155 Broadway ; and 
Mr. W. Winterton, No. 1 Waill-street. 

A FRIEND TO THE INDIANS. 


AN ADDRESS TO THE CHRISTIAN PUBLIC, 


Especially to the Ministers and Members of the 
Presbyterian, Reformed Dutch, and Congrega- 
tional Churches, throughout the United States, 
on the subject of the proposed Union between the 
“Imerican Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions, and the Uniled Foreign Missionary 
Soctety. 

(CONCLUDED.) 

IV. The only remaining topic of the present 
discussion, is an enumeration of the reasons which 
have had weight in promoting the contemplated 
union. 

These reasons are numerous, and might be ur- 
ged at considerable length, and by many powerful 
considerations. They are simple, however, and 
easily understood, and commend thetnselves equal- 
ly to the mind and heart. rs 

1. The Board is unlimited in its design. 

It was originally intended to become a’channel, 
in which the blessings of the Gospel might be con- 
veyed to any part of the unevangelized world, 
All the pagan nations, whether residing upon our 
own continent or beyond the ocean, were regard- 
ed as within the scope of American beneficence. 
So far as resources should be afforded, and Provi- 
dence should open the way to fields of mis-ionary 
labour, the heralds of mercy were to proceed in 
every direction. And they have proceeded to the 
aboriginal tribes of our country ;—to different pia- 
ces in Asia, remoie from each other ;—tuo Poly ne- 
sia ;—to South America ;—and measures are taken 
to send others to Africa. This being the case, it 
would seem desirable, that those Christians who 
are united in their belief of essential doctrines, 
aud who do not dilier greatly in their views of 
chuich government, or in regard to the qualifica- 
uons for admission to the holy ordinances of reli- 
gion, should have their efforts concentrated ina 
work, which is large enongh to employ the ener- 
gies of all, and whose importance can never be ad- 
equately estimated. One society, with a respec- 
table income, evn certainly prosecute a work more 
vigorously, than two societies with the same in- 
come divided between them. 

2. The operations of the Board are various. 

As the missionary cause is obliged to contend 

agvinst the apathy, avarice, and prejudice of nom- 

inal Chiistians ; the slander and intolerance of in- 
fidels and scoffers; and the remaining selfishness, 
and ignorance, and narrow views of many true 
disciples of our Lord ; it becomes important that 

a missionary society should possess every advan- 

tage, which fair argument and unquestionable 

facts will furnish, for maintaining so arduous a 

styuggie. In order to do this, it is necessary that 

the same society should have the charge of differ- 
ent missions, in remote regions, in diverse circum- 





stances, and carrying forward numerous and di- 
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verse operations.: All missions are not equally 
prosperous; all are not equally interesting ; and 
it is according to the plan of God’s admiuistration, 
that we should not be able to foresee the immedi- 
ate results of our labours. Discouragements are 
sometimes great and long continued. But when 
missionary stations are numerous, a part of them 
are almost always experiencing, one after another, 
peculiar tokens of the divine favour. The weak 
faith of timid Christians is thus kept from sinking ; 
and the arms of the stronger are nerved for sever- 
er labour. That the greatest encouragement may 
be derived from success, however, it is necessary 
that each contributor should feel that his own con. 
tribution has aided soméwhat in producing it. 
Who that patronizec the mission at the Sandwich 
Islands, for instance, does not rejoice, that, in the 
merciful providence of his Heavenly Father, he 
was favoured with such an opportunity. 

Among the infinitely varying predilections of 
men, individuals will be found, who wish to aid 
some missions in preference to others. ‘This pro- 
pensity, which is capable of producing valuable 
results, should be gratified, so far as it can be done 
without injury to the general cause. The fact, 
therefore, that a missionary society has under its 
care a variety of evangelical operations, and that 
it has labourers actually employed among heath- 
ens in different continents and islands, and among 
Mohammedars and Jews, will tend powerfully to 
attract notice, and to draw forth patronage. In- 
deed, the accurate observer of the rise and progress 
of religious charities in our country, will not hes- 
itate to say, that the sending of missionaries from 
among ourselves for the conversion of idolaters 
in distant and populous regions of the earth, gave 
a greater impulse to Christian beneficence, than 
has heen given in any other manner, and by all 
other evangelical exertions. In this way it has 
come to pass, that so much greater zeal has been 
felt, than ever before since the days of Elliot, for 
the salvation of the American aborigines. This 
was what led, more than any thing else, to the 
formation of Education Societies, When it was 
seen and felt, that the field ts the world, and that 
labourers were imperiously demanded for every 
part of this immense field, the inquiry naturally 
arose, How is our own country to be supplied with 
spiritual laborers? and what ought to be done to 
repair the moral desolations of our Zion? ‘The 
same effect has been produced in Great Britain, 
and by the same cause. 

And, since it is perfectly natural, and perfectly 
. justifiable, for contributors to missionary enterpri- 
ses, especially for the most liberal and self deny- 
ing of these benefactors of mankind, to wish to 
have some agency in all the good that is done, how 
gratifying to one of these persons it must be, as he 
reads of the conversion of American Indians, and 
Sandwich Islanders, and Hindoos, or traces a mis- 
sionary tract as it winds its way to the shores of 
the Caspian, or passes over the Gauts from the 
Coromandel! coast, or casts a gleam of light upon 
the dark mind of the Polynesian savage, to reflect, 
that in all these works of mercy his humble otler- 
ing had some. share. 

3. The proposed union will save time and la- 

P. 

This assertion is so obvious as to require little il- 
lustration. Two sucieties must have two execu- 
tive committees, two secretaries, at least as many 
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assistant secretaries, two treasurers, and two sets 
of agents. Much of this labor may be saved by 
merging two institutions in one. ‘To every person 
acquainted with the real state of things, this is a 
very weighty consideration. The man who at- 
tends an auxiliary missionary meeting once a year, 
at the expense of half a day’s time, may regard it 
as a small matter to conduct missionary opera- 
tions. But in point of fact it isa very arduous 
and difficult matter; and this should be well known 
and understood by the Christian public. It is not 
easy to find, in any city of the American union, a 
sufficient number of suitable men to form active 
and laborsous committees for existing societies ; 
men, who shall, amidst all their private and pro- 
fessional engagements, hold themselves ready to 
atiemd weekly meetings, or to be called together 
on any emergency. Whatthen shall be said res- 
pecting those functionaries, whose whole time is 
demanded for their respective offices? How are 
men to be obtained, as a permanent thing, for 
these agencies in two institutions? Without say- 
ing any thing respecting the competency or incom- 
petency of the present incumbents, it may be said 
-boldly, that the American churches should see to 
it, that the best taleuts and attainments, which the 
country can furnish during all future years, have 
the charge of this momentous business. Let it be 
remembered, that as a people, we are in great want 
of able men for the management of public spirited 
measures ; not because our country is destitute of 
such men, but because the stations which require 
them are very numerous, and are multiplying ev- 
ery day. Is one of our colleges in want of a Pres- 
ident? or one of our theological seminaries in 
want of a Professor? A suitable man may per- 
haps be found by searching the land from one end 
to the other ; but the difficulty lies in the fact, that 
in all probability, he cannot be spared from the 
station which he now occupies; and if he could, 
he would be called to half a dozen other important 
stations, if there were any hope of obtaining bim. 
This state of things renders economy in the em- 
ployment of competent men, a public and imperious 
duty. 

There are those, who for want of knowledge on 
the subject, think that any man of good character 
for integrity, may be taken and coerced into these 
services. If such a course of proceeding were 
proper and just, who has this power of coercion ? 
We may indeed find men in most of our cities, 
each of whom will say, “Tam willing to give my 
five hundred dollars a year, or my thousand dollars 
a year, for religious charities ;” and there are 
those, each of whom might add, “f am willing to 
rise early, and sit up late, and eat the bread of care- 
Sulness, that | may have the ability of doing this? 
and yet each of these liberal men would feel com- 
pelled to add, “I cannot give my whole time, nor 
half my time, to any of these charitable objects, 
nor to all of them conjoined.” 

4. The proposed union will also save erpense, 

This is apparent from what has been already 
said. But when it is considered, that if two insti- 
iutions, having the same object in view, continue 
theis separate operations, there will be a necessity 
of sending agents from both to the same ports of 
the country ; that in many instances, two journies 
to the western wilderness will be required, where 
one would otherwise answer every purpose; and 


Christian public, 



















































































that the contingent expenses of two separate estab- 

































































el ree At e.g. 


x, 
= 
xf 


~ 











710 An Address to the Christian public. 


lishments must be defrayed ;—it will appear, that 
this is a subject of no trifling consequence. 

5. There is no necessity that the two instilu- 
tions should remain distinct. 

The members of both agree essentially in their 
views of Christian doctrine. They employ the 
same sort of meu for missionaries ;--men who were 
educated in the same schools, preach the same 
great truths in the same manner, are personally 
acquainted with each other, and are closely bound 
together by ties of friendship and of Christian af- 
fection. They rely upon the efficacy of a Sav- 
jour’s blood for the pardon of their own sins; and 
they present to perishing men of all classes, the 
atonement of an Almighty Redeeiner, applied by 


the new-creating Spirit as the only ground of 


hope, the only way to holiness and to God. 

tisto be remembered also, that the patrons 
and supporters of both institutions, harmonize al- 
most without an exception, in their religious belief. 
Many individuals send their contributions to both ; 
and many others feel a deep interest in the success 
of both. In short, there is as perfect a union on 
this subject, among those who believe in experi- 
mental religion, as perhaps ever existed among so 
many individuals on any subject of common tuter- 
ést; a union, which wiil enable them to act togeth 
er with the greatest cheerfulness and energy. Ii 
we can suppose, that the mission ries should bere- 
after cease to preach Jesus Christ and him craciti- 
ed; and if they shoujd preach any other Gospel 
than that which Paul preached ; the suppoit now 
derived from the Christian community would im- 
mediately fail. 

6. Such a union will remove the danger of col- 
lision. 

If these institutions should continue their sepa- 
rate existence and opesations, there will be constaui 
danger of interference ;—a danger which no hu 
man wisdom, prudence, or piety can entirely obvi- 
ate. Agents will proceed from each society to the 
same places, they will often arrive at the same 
time, or ove immediately after another ; the plans 
and measures of one will seem to thwart the de- 
sign~ and calculations oj the other; and each will 
meet with many a severe repulse, both from min- 
isters and people, as a cous: quence of the dread ot 
this apprehended collision, or the dislike of repeat 
ed applications for the same object. It is to be 
presumed, that the conductors of both Societies 
will always be on harmonious terms ; but can it be 
supposed that all the agents to be hereafter eim- 
ployed, will have such a share of the meekness of 
wisdom, as to give no offence in these difficult and 
constantly varying circumstances? And if the 
agents should be perfect, will not partizans arise 
for one society, who will plead with zeal for a par- 
ticular mission, or a particular class of operations, 
to the disparagement of missions uoder the care of 
the other society? Will not extravagant enconi 
ums of one provoke disadvantageous comparisons ? 
And will not tie efforts of both be thus weakened, 
and many individuals prevented from giving an ef- 
ficient and systeimatic patronage to either? If the 
missionary exertions of the country should be in 
creased, and the need of greater and still greater 
resources be felt, the evils here adveried to will be 
greatly augmented ; and agents, instead of plead. 
ing the cause of a suffering world with boldness, 
wil! be timid and hesitating, lest they should seem 
to encroach upon the claims of a sister institution. 





[Arru, 


7. This measure would greatly promote Chris- 
tian affection. ; 

Union of effort in behalf of the heathen world, 
tends powerfully to increase brotherly love among 
those who are thus united. It brings them to be 
acquainted with the same individuals, acting as 
their agents and almoners. It fixes their minds 
on the same objects, and those of the highest in- 
terest. ft swultiplies the subjects of common con- 
cern. So far as benevolent feelings are called in- 
to action, the amiableness of the Christian charac- 
ier is apparent; and those who behold in each 
other the lineaments of their heavenly origin, will 
be the more closely drawn together, the more they 
are called to act iu the.same connexion, and for 
the accomplishment of the same purposes. This 
tendency of united counsels and efforts assumes a 
vast importance, when the rapidly increasing pop- 
ulation of our country, and our extensive territory, 
and our capability of exerting a moral influence, 
are considered. 

8. Such a union is expected. 

There has been, for two years or more, an ex- 
tensive and prevailing expectation of a union of 
the two Societies ; and thie expectation has been 
grounded on the propriety of such a measure. 
When the proposal was first intimated in print, it 
was done anonymously, by an editor not connect- 
e? with either mstitution; and it was given forth 
as a rumor or sttigyvestion. Yet this unofficial pro- 
posal was received with the utmost greediness ; 
and much disappointment was expressed, that the 
union should be delayed for a single year. How 
much greater will be the disappointment, if sucha 
nnion should now be prevented, after the proceed- 
ings which have been inserted at the commence- 
ment of these pages, and after the cordial appro- 
bation with which they have been greeted. Nor is 
this approbation confined to words. - Communica- 
tions have been received from a distance, stating 
that greater exertions would now be made, as the 
paralyzing effect of applications from two socie- 
ties for the same object would no longer exist. 

Atter these statements and remarks, the decision 
may cheerfully be lett to the enlightened jodgment 
and conscientious mtegrity of those to whom God 
has given a standing influence in the American 
churches. It may not be amiss, however, to add, 
that if the proposed union should not be sanction- 
ed, very good and satisfactory reasons will be ex- 
pected for declining it. The proposal was made 
with entire nnanimity, after long consideration and 
prayerful attention, and with the approbation of 
many of the United Foreign Missionary Society. 
it was received with great cordiality, and the same 
upanimity with which it was made. The Chris- 
tran public have regarded it with great favor, and it 
is generally hailed as the prelude to more efficient 
labors, and more extensive and liberal sacrifices, 
than our country has yet witnessed. 

_ Anexplanation with reference to one or two sub- 
Jects, which may seem to require it, will now be 
subjoined, 

Some persons have supposed, that in case a un- 
ion was formed, a stipulation would be made, in 
régard to the place where the executive business 
of the Board should be transacted. But this does 
not seem at all necessary. It is a subject which 
may safely be left to the wisdom of the Board in 
all succeeding times. Nothing is therefore said 





respecting it, in the above recited terms of union ; 
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and it is 8 somewha: curious fact that there is not 
a single record, either in the doings of the Board, 
or of the Prudential Committee ; which prescribes, 
or even mentions, the city, town, or state, in whicu 
the functionaries of the Board shall reside, or in 
which they shall transact their official business. 
So long, indeed, as advantages are derived from 
the Act of Incorporation, it will be necessary that 
the. Board shoul. have its Treasury, and the pria- 
cipal seat of its business in Massachusetts. Though 
these advantages are not sinall, and should not be 
rashly abandoned ; yet, if greater advantages can 
be gained by a removal of the seat of business to 
any place without the limits of that state, than can 
be retained by its continuanee there, the Board will 
doubtless be able to discern the fact, and will de- 
cide this question, like every other, with a solemn 
reference to what shall appear to be duty at the 
time, 

It may be well to say, for the information of ma- 
ny, into whose hands these pages may fall, that it 
happened providentially, aud without any peculiar 
attachment to place, or regard to personal consid 
erations, that the business of the Board has been 
done in Boston. It should be added, however, 
that this providential disposition of the matte 
ought not to be disregarded for the following ree- 
sons. 

Though New-York is the great emporium of our 
country, yet, as every merchant knows, there is six 
times, if not ten times as much direct intercourse 
between Boston and India, or the Sandwich Isl- 
ands, as between Ni«-York and the same places. 
There is also a regular commerce between Boston 
and the Levant; so that the missiouary stations 
beyond sea are much more easily accessible from 
Boston, than from any other place in the United 
States. The same would be true with respect to 
any missions On the west: and northwest coast of 
America, the western coast of Africa, the shores 
of the Persian gulf, the Malayan Archipelago, o1 
any part of Polynesia. The foreign trade of New- 
York is principally with Europe, the West Indies, 
South America, and Mexico; whereas the foreign 
trade of Boston, though less in amount, is carried 
on with every part of the world ; and of course, 
furnishes the means of conveying missionaries to 
almost every heathen country, and corresponding 
with them and supplying their necessitics, after 
their respective sta*ions are formed. 

In this connexion it is proper to add, that the 
friends of missions in Massachusetts have made 
larger contributions of time and money for sending 
the Gospel to the heathen nations, and to the des 
titute of our own country, than the inhabitants of 
any other state in the Union; and that there are 
in Boston contributors to these objects, whose un- 
ceasing liberality is thought to be not inferior to 
that of any equal number of men, in similar cir- 
cumstances, even in Great Britain, or any other 
part of Christendom. ‘These facts are mentioned 
merely for the sake of communicating information, 
and not at all for the sake of blazoning the char- 
itable deeds of men, who would much rather hum- 
ble theinselves that they have done so little, than 
louvk with exultation upouw what divine grace kas 
enabled them to do. It may be hoped that the 
time is not distant, when the whole American 
_ community will engage, with a zeal equally diffu- 
sed and pervading every part, in these works of 
heavenlybeneficence. Even then, Massachusetts, 


The Minister’s Wijc. 





« 


711 


considering her dense population and her wealth, 
will be able to hold a respectable standing, though 
she should be surpassed by some of the more high- 
ly favoved States of the Republic. 

No anxiety need be felt on this subject. The 
Committee of the United Foreign Missiouary So- 
ciety frankly declared in the deliberations at 
Northampton, that they had vo other wish respec- 
ling it, than that it should always be left tw the 
wisdom of the Board. ‘They added, that the oth- 
er great religious charities, which have the seat of 
their Operations in the city of New-York, require 
as much labor and care, as can be commanded at 
present for these services, 

It may se-m that a brief history of the opera- 
tions of the Board to the present time, and of the 
origin and progress of the United Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society, with an account of the engage- 
ments of both institutions, and of the present state 
of the missions under their care, should form a 
part of thisdocument. But it will appear, on re- 
flection, that such an addition would have swelled 
these pages too much, As the periodical publica- 
tions of both Societies have presented these (pics 
much in detail, and as these details are copied m- 
to many other papers, the necessity of inserting 
them here is removed, 

Tie preceding statements, explanations, and ar- 
guments, are respectfully laid before the Christian 
public, with earnest prayers that all, who shall be 
called to act with reference to this subject, may be 
guided by wisdom froin above, and that the glory 
of God and the salvation of souls may be promoted 
by the result of their deliberations. 

WM. REED, 
LEONARD WOODS, | Prudential Com- 
JEREMIAH EVARTS, miltee of the 
SAMUEL HUBBARD, | 4. B. C. F. M. 
WARREN FAY, 
WM. M’MURRAY, | 
JOSEPH M’ELROY, 
WM. W. PHILLIPS, 
EBENEZER MASON, } 
ZECHARIAH LEWIS, | 
| 
) 


Executive Com- 
mittee of the 
U. F. M.S. 
MOSES ALLEN, 

SIDNEY E. MORSE, 

February, 1826. 





FROM THE LONDON BAPTIST MAGAZINT. 


THE MINISTER’S WIFE. 

“If IT were to be married at all,” exclaimed a 
lively girl, a few days ago, “TI should like above all 
men to have a minister.” 

1 said nothing at the time. I was led to medi- 
tate afierwards upon the condition of a minister's 
wife; and some ideas occurred to me which I 
thought might be useful to some of the readers of 
the Magazine. 

A minister’s wife certainly occupies a post of 
considerable importance. Much ol her husbaid’s 
comfort, and mueh of his usefulness depends up- 
on her. If she be kind, it will contribute to his 
cheerfulness; if she be zealous, it will invigorate 
his exertions ; if she be eminently spiritual, it will 
cherish those feelings in his mind which are con 
genial with his office. But if unhappily, she should 
take no interest in bis work, do nothing to help 
him, say nothing to animate him ; if she should 
consider his books as her rivals, treat his studies as 
his amusements, regard his public services merely 
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as scenes which he must pass through to retain his 
situation, and feel no anxiety that they should be 
performed .with the best of his abilities; if, in a 
word, she do not love him as a minister, and love 
his work as the work of Christ; she will grieve his 
spirit; hinder his usefulness, and have much to 
answer for at the last day. 

But I have learned by experience that arduous 
stations are not always enviable ; and I very much 
suspect that there is nothing very enviable in the 
responsible situation of the wife of a minister 

When any unpleasantness has arisen between a 
pastor and his people, I have observed, that cen- 
sure has almost invariably been thrown upon his 
wife. [tis true, disputes do arise, and removals do 
take place, in churches in which the mivister has 
no wife: but if he have one, she is a most conven- 
ient object for all superfluous blame. The evil 
must have origiiated somewhere ; its source, the 
complainants well know, cannol be in themselves! 
far, far away be so unnatural a supposition ; nor is 
it likely that their minister (good man) would err 
so strangely, if he had no bad adviser; the whole 
nrust, uodoubtecly originate with his wife. Minis- 
ters wives are certainly liable to occasion mischief 
in churches, as well as others; but I believe much 
inore blame has been generally attached to them 
in times of conmotion than they have deserved. 

The minister’s wife is expected to be a pattern 
of every good work ; a sort of fugle woman in all 
active duty ; and an imperturbable recipient of all 
inconveniences. Now, if she should happen to 
possess all the best qualities of a female im perfec- 
tion, and without any alloy, so much the better for 
herself, and for her husband ; but | know not what 
right the people have to require it. 

But the minister’s wife has to meet with many 
difheulties and -privations, which ought to excite 
the respectfal sympathy of all who value the min- 
isterial office. Her couifort isin many things, ne- 
cessarily sacrificed to the usefulness of her hus- 
band. She will have to complain, in many cases 
unavoidably, that she has bat litle of his company. 
His engagements often call him from home ; or, if 
he be in the honse, call him from her. At other 
times, he is probably in an agitated hurried state, 
his nervous energy isexhausted by study or preach- 
ing, and an irriatibility, equally distressing to hin 
and to het ensues. Troubles, which his people 
do not see, press down his spirits; the burden 
weighs most heavily when he is removed from 
public excitement ; but she sees it, and is necessa- 
rily rendered unhappy by it. 

And who does not kuow that the good coat 
which the minister deems it his duty to wear, is not 
alwats a just criterion of the state of his wife's 
wardrobe? and that the external appearance of 
respectability which they both endeavor to pre- 
serve, for the sake of the cause in which they are 
engaged, is often maintained by the most painful 
effort, and the most rigid self-denial ? How often 
does a female m this situation, bament that she is 
shut out from advantages which, in another sta- 
tion, she might enjoy; and that her husband is 
precluded from acquiring those comforts for pres 

ent use, and those supplies for the future, which, 
in other departments of life, his industry and tal- 
ents would procure! He holds himself a sort of 
martyr ; thinks of the importance of his labors, and 
of the views with which he devoted himself to the 
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work ; anticipates his Master’s smile; and says, 
“ None of these things move me ; neither count I 
my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my 
course with joy, and the ministry which I have re- 
ceived of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of 
the grace of God.” ‘This in him, is heroic ; but his 
being a hero, does not constitute his wife a heroine. 
Perhaps she would prefer leaving heroism to oth- 
ers; but, if she do not possess some considerable 
degree of this scarce quality, she is likely to spend 
many sorrowful hours, in thinking of the wants of 
herself and of her children, of the difficulties she 
experiences while her husband is living, and of the 
penury she may expect when he is dead. : 

Though, at first sight, it may seem a very grat- 
ifying thing to bear the name of a man who is ap- 
plauded and loved, it is, on these accounts desira- 
bie that Christian females should well consider 
what they are doing when they ally themselves for 
life to the pastors of our churches.—Thorns sur- 
round the rose, however beautiful it may be ; and 
the attractive good is mingled with substantial 
evil. It is important, also, that ministers, in mak- 
ing choice of partners, should reckon among the 
most indispensable qualifications, a readiness to 
sacrifice comfort, peace, and wealth, to the glory 
of Christ, and the general advantage. And above 
all, it is incumbent on the churches to bear in 
mind the very delicate situation of a female so cir- 
cumstanced, and to do every thing practicable to 
compensate for its inconveniences. A minister’s 
wife, who fulfils well the multifarious duties requir- 
ed of her, is worthy of double honor, and should 
be treated with peculiar tenderness and respect ; 
for the religious public may consider it certain, she 
has many things to endure, by no means pleasant, 
even when blessed with an affectionate husband, 
and surrounded by a cousiderate and grateful peo- 
ple. X. 

We have inserted this paper, because its tenden- 
cy isto make ministers cautious in the choice of 
iheir companions in life ; and females considerate 
as to the motives which induce them to marry min- 
isters of the gospel. The fact however is, that 
there are difficulties in every situation, and though 
the wives of ministers may have some peculiar to 
their station, they have not more than those of 
tradesmen, &c. &c. Let ministers and their 
wives be willing to “endure all things for the elect’s 
sake,” and they may be useful, honorable, and 
happy.— Ed. 





Pennsylvania Missionary Society.—A society 
with this utle was orgamized in Philadelphia, on 
the 7thult. A constitution was adopted, and offi- 
cers were chosen ; Robert Ralston, E<q. President. 
But the most pleasing part of the intelligence, says 
the Philadelphian, remains to be told; after the 
society was organized, the following form of a 
subscription was drawn, viz. “The subscribers 
agree to pay annually to the Treasurer of the 
Pennsylvania Missionary Society, the sums an- 
vexed to their names, until they shall give him 
notice of their interéion to withdraw either in 
whole, or in part, the said subscription.” 

Fourteen persons then subscribed nine hundred 
and one dollars, to be paid by themannually. This 
isa good beginning, and we hope it may be but the 
beginning of gogd and glorious exertion in this city 
and commonwealth in the missionary cause. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
NEW-HAVEN, Apri 8, 1826. 


COLLEGE IN OHIO. 


The General Assembly of Ohio, at their present ses- 
sion, have incorporated sundry individuals, to be a 
Board of Trustees for the Western Reserve College. 

This College, it appears, is to be located in the 
township of Hudson, Portage Co. “It is to be erec- 
ted, (says the Western Recorder,) on a plan sufficient- 
ly extensive to afford facilities for ordinary College 
instruction, with the privilege of adding when circum- 
stances shall admit of it, departments for the prosecu- 
tion of any or all of the liberal professions. 

“ This institution bids fair to exert an important in- 
fluence on a surrounding country, which at present 
is not distinguished either for literary or religious 
privileges.” We have witnessed the wilderness put- 
ting forth its buds, and already surpassing in prog- 
ress all rules of vegetation, yet we did not look quite 
yet for its blossoms. The silent language of such a 
movement is,—we have cleared the forest since we 
left you, built us cities, accumulated wealth, and now 
we want institutions for the instruction of our sons. 

















CONNECTICUT SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


The annual meeting of the Connecticut Sunday 
School Union will be held in this city, on the first 
Thursday in May,—the day succeeding the General 
Election. Arrangements have been made, to make 
the occasion an interesting one to the friends of Sab- 
bath Schools. 

It is important that auxiliaries to the Union that 
have not sent in their Reports, should forward them 
to the Seeretary without delay, that they may appear 
iv the annual Report of the Society. The Secretary 
Mr. Williams, having removed to the city of New- 
York, communications may be forwarded to the Rev. 
Thomas F. Davies, who has been appointed by the 
Managers, Secretary pro tem. 





“GIVE AND IT SHALL BE GIVEN UNTO YOU.” 


A Female Benevolent Society in Missouri, soon 
after they were organized, gave from their scanty 
fuuds ten dollars to the mission family that were go- 


ing to the Osage Indians. 

“Some doubtless thought,” says the Report, 
“this small expression of our good will to the 
children of the forest was actually giving our mo 
ney away; but it did not so occur. The promise 
“Give and it shall he given unto you,” was stri- 
kingly verified. This small donation was the 
means of making our Society known in Philadel- 
phia, as one of the young ladies belonging to the 
Missionary family wrote immediately to that city, 
where she had been an active member of the Fe- 
male Sunday School Union. The resnit was, 
we received from that Society, a donation in books 
for our schools double the amount of ten dollars. 
From the same Society we would also gratefully 
acknowledge the receipt of a very valuable pres 
ent in hymns, tracts and tickets, the following 
year.” 


In 1823, the same Society constituted their pastor, 


College in Ohio.—Connecticut 8. 
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the Rev. Mr. Robinson, a life member of the Ameri- 
can Education Society by the payment of $40. 


“Such are the ways of Divine providence, that 
we have been doubly repaid for our mere exptress- 
ion of attachment to the cause of Divine truth, in 
Mr. R.’s procuring from Boston and Andover, a 
Sabbath School Library. This small library we 
cannot but view as the harbinger of good; and 
humbly hove it will prove a lasting blessing to the 
rising generation.” 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


REVIVAL IN CHARLESTON, 8. C. 


We noticed in our last the prospect of a revival in 
Charleston. The Wesleyan Journal says— 


“Very lately there have been some reviving in- 
dications of better times to the Churches in this 
city. In the Independent and Presbyterian church- 
es, there has been an unusual stir about this way, 
for some weeks past. Meetings for the benefit of 
anxious persons have been very frequent; and in 
many instances they have been peculiarly blessed, 
Nota few, principally young persous, are enquiring 
earnestly the way to Zion ; and we have heard of 
as inany as twenty of them, who profess a lively 
hope in Christ. 

“The Baptist Church also, notwithstanding its 
great loss in the death of Dr. Furman, is, if we are 
well informed, far from being in a declining state, 
Several are expected soon to join this Church, . 
and probably it will be one of its expected pas- 
tor’s first performances to enlarge the pale of his 
communion, 

“Among ourselves, ten or twelve whites, and 
twice as many coloured members, bave been add- 
ed io the Charch since the Conference year be- 
gan. There does not appear, however, any thing 
unusual in our congregations generally. Abroad 
through the Conference District, as with us, the 
preachers have but lately entered on their work, 
We trust they soon shall see the tender buds put 
forth, and reap in due season, an abundant harvest, 
Let them feel that they are labourers ‘in God’s 
husbandry,’ ‘in God’s vineyard’—let them be de- 
voted to the work as ‘labourers together with 
God,’ and their humble, prayerful, earnest efforts 
shall not be in vain.” 


The teachers of a Sabbath Schoo! say— 

* Long have we been mourning over the cold 
and listless state of our School, unable to discover 
any mercy drops falling on this garden of our 
Lord. Our labours seemed to be lost—we belie- 
ved (considering our advantages) it would be more 
tolerable for Sodow and Gomorrah in the day of 
judgment than for us. But the Lord, ‘who hears 
the young raven’s’ cry, has heard our prayer—and 
in the present revival of God’s work in this church, 
we can number sixteen or eighteen among us, 
who deeply feel the operation of God’s Holy Spir- 
it in their hearts.” 


The name of Utica, we perceive, is-found in the 
list of revivals mentioned in the last Recorder & 
Telegraph. A work of Groce has indeed com- 
menced in this village with energy and power: but 
we would not be too forward in speaking of it at 
the present time ; for how soon docs the most fa- 
vourable state of things disappear, when Chris- 
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tiags, instead of continuing to pour out their ear- 
nest supplicaticns for blessings on those who are 
ready to perish, begin to revice, to grow light- 
hearted, and to spend their time in talking about 
the greatness of the work? Utica, perhaps, has 
never before seen a time more full of interest than 
the present: but let us look at the thousands who 
are still perishing ; and remember that, in propor- 
tion as the work continues to deepen and extend 
itself, is the danger that multitudes will be found 
to harden themselves more aud more in iniquity, 
till their case shall] become hopeless. Immense 
consequences are attached to the existing state of 
things. 

We rejoice at what has been done for us: but 
Jet us do so with trembling. Let the Christians of 
this place remember where their strength lies ; let 
them look at the desolations that yet remain; and 
be humble and prayerful. And may they not hope 
also, that their distant friends will remember them 
ata throne of Mercy. 

Whitesborough is once more visited with a pow- 
erful revival. At Rome and Western, the work is 
again increasing and extending itself. Norway, 
and a part of Russia, are now witnessing in a con- 
siderable degree, the descent of the same blessing ; 
and in Otisco, a town near Skeneateles, a revival 
has been for some time going on with power. We 
have also heard favorable accounts from Buffalo, 
and from Canandaigna. 

Many interesting and heart cheering citcum- 
stances might be mentioned in relation to the pla 

«ces above named: but it would be improper to de 
tail them at the present time. We hope to be fa 
voured in due season, with communications on the 
subject.— Western Recorder. 





The intelligence from Homer will be found still 
interesting by the following extract of a letter from 
Elder Bennett, dated, 

Homer, March 19, 1826. 

This day has been a good day to the church 
with which I have the hovour to stand connected. 
Eleven were baptized, and five others, who had 
been previously baptized, were added to the 
church, Tosee sixteen, the most of them spright 
Ty youth, in the most solemn manner, deliberately 

iving themselves to God, aud to the church by 
his will, was a most pleasing sight. Among them 
one child who gave good evidence of a change of 
heart, only nine years old, and small of bis age.— 
Does it not illustrate the Saviour’s words, “ Suffes 
little children to come unto me, and forbid them 
not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” Ano- 
ther was a woman about 37 years of age, who has 
lost the use of one leg entirely. She went down 
into the water very cheerfully upon one crutch, 
while I supported ber upon the cther side, as she 
was raised up ont of the water, she said, “1 thank 
God for this privilege.” It seewed the lame leap- 
ed like an hart, and that God made the widow’s 
heart to sing for joy. 

There have been 44 added to the church by 
baptism in all, and about fifteen by letter. I in- 
tend to give you some more account of the work at 
some future day; at present it appears as favour- 
able as it hasdone. I devout!y pray that we may 
see greater things than these. My health ha» 
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By a letter from Connecticut, of the 2d inst. we 
are informed that in Suffield seventy-two have 
been added by baptism to the church in that place 
in about seven months. ib. 


REVIVAL IN BURLINGTON, (VT.) 


Dear siz,—There is at present prevailing, 
and has for some time past prevailed, a revival of 
religion in this place. Grateful as notices of this 
kind are known to be to God’s people, I have for 
some time doubted the expediency of generally 
making them public; but as this place has never 
been visited with a generad out-pouring of God’s 
spirit—unless the present may be called such— 
and as there are many circumstances in the histo- 
ry and condition of the Calvinistic Church here, 
which have turned the eyes of the religious com- 
munity distinctly upon us, I have been requested 
tu furnish a brief statement of facts relating to the 
revival, in the hope of farther directing the pray- 
ers of the pious towards this place. 

This work evidently commenced in answer to 
prayer; and what is perhaps peculiar, the pious 
abroad were praying for us when few here were 
found to pray for themselves. Tt provoked our 
zeal, as well as humbled us, to be told at an early 
stage of this work, that the people of God in neigh- 
bouring towns “were praying for Burlington.”— 
Only a very few of Gou’s people here were at first 
moved. Yet, strange to tell! sinners were awa- 
kened in considerable numbers, and it was one of 
the common confessions, by which professors af- 
terwards appealed to and melted each others 
nearts, “ The Revival has caught us all asleep !” 

Another feature which is worth mentioning per- 
haps, is this—that professed Christians did -not in 
general feel, until they began to cugage in duty. 
They were convinced: began to labour, aud were 
revived (as they called it) afterwards. 

There has indeed been praying amongst us—a 
great amount of praying—and in this, as usual, 
pious females have been decidedly in the advance. 
Many female prayer- meetings, we have reason to 
think, have been held for this express object ; and 
it has been incidentally known, that private pray- 
er has been so intense in some instance, as to de- 
prive the individual of sleep and even of strength. 
Visiting, extra preaching, conferences, and meet- 
ings for religious inquiry, have all been attended 
to, and still are with a good degree of faithfulness, 
These means, with the stated ordinances of pub- 
lic worship, have had a manifest and very pleasing 
effect, ‘The operations of the Spirit upon its sub- 
jects, have been marked with mildness, rationali- 
ty, and a constant exhibition of the encourage- 
ment fo use means, 

The work has been the most moderate and si- 
lent of any I have yet witnessed. We know not, 
however, that it is on that account the less a desi- 
rable work: For some reasons, and some peculiar 
perhaps to this place, it is the more to be prized, 
and its continuance the more to be sought. 

The hopeful subjects of this revival, since Nov. 
last, are between 60 and 70: of whom 44 have 
already united with the church, besides a consid- 
erable accession by letter, in consequence of the 
saine excitement. For us, these are considered 
‘great things ;’ and in the humble hope that the 
blessing may be long continued, this people ear- 








radually improved during the winter, but I aw 
far from being as healthy as formerly.— Baptist 


Register. 


nestly invite the attention and solicit the prayers 
of the people of God. 
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It will be natural for our friends abroad to in- 
quire whether this revival has had any visible et- 
fect upon the College? If an increased desire 
for its spiritual welfare among God’s people, and 
a decided stand for the cause of revivals with its 
officers and students, together with some special 
fruits, may be called such an effect, we can an- 
swer the question in the affirmative. At the time 
the excitement commeneed in town, however, the 
students were on the point of dispersing for the 
winter vacation, and engaged in teaching school ; 
mapy of them have not yet returned. It is pleas- 
ing to be able to say, that before (Mis dispersion, 
one of the tutors became a decided subject of re- 
generativg grace, and that in the town of Georgia 
where he has spent the winter, he has been the ap- 
parent instrument of a powerful work of the Holy 
Spirit. There being vo clergyman in the place, 
this person deemed it his duty to commence hold- 
ing conferences, which he did at first in his fa- 
ther’s house ;—and the consequence has already 
been, a greater public good than he could have 
expected to effect in a whole life, remaining igno- 
rant of the grace of God. 

Tiere is a considerable proportion of pious pu- 
pils now in this coliege, and its prospects, if not 
forgotten by God’s people, may be considered as 
truly flattering. Yours, &c. Reusen Smita. 

Burlington, March 7th, 1826. 

Recorder and Tel. 





A letter from Berkshire County, dated March 
19th, says, “ The work goes on powerfully at Will- 
jamstown—particularly in the College. Seven- 
teen or eighteen only, it is thought, remain uncon- 
verted, out of the 95 perhaps, that are now present. 
—{u Lanesborough a revival has commenced, 
and is principally confined, as yet, id the Episco- 
pal society——where there has been a considerable 
numer of hopeful conversions.” —ib. 





The Brunswick Herald gives an account of the 
late revival in Greene, Me. from which it appears 
that, since the work commenced, 68 have been 
added to the Baptist ehurch in that town, and 14 
others vho reside there, have united with the Free 
Will Baptist church in Lewiston.—ib. 





Extract of a letter from Rev. Joun M. Ex ts, to 
a friend in Boston, dated Kaskaskia, Illinois, 
Jan. 30, 1826. Communicated for the Recor- 
der & Telegraph. 


My lot is cast for the present at Kaskaskia and 
St. Genevieve; the former on this, and the latter 
on the opposite side of the River Mississippi.— 
Both areold French towns, with many French 
inhabitants still remaiuing ; but in Kaskaskia par- 
ticularly, the Americans have gained ihe ascen- 
dancy, and we have as good a circle of society as 
you wil] meet with almost any where in New Eng- 
land. And also at St. Genevieve, I find as kind 
agreeable and friendly people, as I have ever 
found, or ever wish to find. “You would be de- 
lighted to see with what eagerness they come to- 
gether to hear the gospel. And the idea of hay- 
ing the institutions of religion permanently estab- 
lished and regularly administered, seems to the 
pious of different denominations, I had almost 
said, as life from the dead. The most happy spi- 
rit, not only of teleratjon, but of liberality prevails; 


Extract of a Letter, §&c.—Important Measure, 
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—and they are anxious to be fornsed into one 
church, and commemorate the Savionr’s love to- 
gether. I cannot but regard this country as the 
place where the great Head of the church designs 
to exemplify the true spirit of Christianity in a pe- 
culiar mauner, by thus bringing its members from 
all its different branches into such circumstances, 
that a union is almost unavoidable. When they 
thus become acquainted—come around the throne 
of grace together—meet together at the Lord’s 
table—they begin really to feel that the ground of 
former prejudices was altogether too slight to in- 
terrupt for a moment, the happy communion of 
those who are to be the represeutatives on earth of 
the peace and the blessedness of heaven ; --much 
less to be the cause of mutual animosity and incu- 
rable alienation. Aud the effect on the world is 
obvious. 

On the whole, [am more and more interested 
in this country; [know vot what would induce 
me to return to New England—so much is to be 
done here for the Redeemer’s cause, and so en- 
couraging sees the prospect of success. 





THe work Goes on.—A respectable gentle- 
man, who lefi Virginia a few weeks since, informs 
us that Col. Smith, an old revolutionary officer, 
and a member of the Methodist church, lately re- 
siding in Sussex county, Va. died about the 20th 
of February, leaving directions in his will for the 
emancipation of all his slaves, 70 or 80 in wum- 
ber, and bequeathing 5 or 6 thousand dollars to 
defray the expense of transporting them to the 
Afiican colony.—NV. Y. Obs. 


— 


IMPORTANT MEASURE. 

The manper in which slavery shell be extirpa- 
ted from our land, has long beem an interesting 
problem tothe people of the United States. lis 
repuguance to the first principles of our Constitu- 
tion, and to the benevolent spirit of the Christian- 
ity which we profess, is so manifest, that one can 
rarely be found who will vindicate its continuance 
on any other ground than that insurmountable dif- 
ficulties oppose its removal. If then some way is 
devised in which its extinction nay be effected, 
every friend of justice, and of our favored land, 
must rejoice, and unite iv grateful acknowledg- 
ments of obligation to those by whom such a meas- 
ure is matured, 

As a step towards the accomplishment of so de- 
sirable a purpose, the society of Friends has for it- 
self established regulations restricting the practice 
of slave-holding among its members ; and the Re- 
formed Presbyterian denominetiou bas pursued a 
similar course, ‘This wise and benevolent exame- 
ple, we rejoice to notice, is in the way of being fol- 
lowed by other religious sects. By the notices 
subjomed it will be seen that a conmencement 
has now been made on the part of the Methodist 
Episcopal Chuich, and we trust the period is pot 
distant when the denominations not yet embraced 
will emulate these bright examples. 

The Methodist Church numbers little short of 
one hundred and fifty thousand white members, in 
the slave- holding sections of the Union: and should 
the proposition of the Cambridge Circuit be adop- 
ted by the General Couference, u will form an era 
in Our moral history, and shed a lustre on that body 
not soun to be rivalled. 
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In quoting the resolutions on which the prece- 
ding remarks are predicated, we cannot refrain 
from expressing our warm approbation of the tone 
in which they, as well as their introductory obser- 
vations, are expressed. The Cambridge mention- 
ed, we presume to be that in Maryland, Eastern 
shore.—.V. Y. Rel. Chron. 


Cambridge, March 5th, 1826. 


Dear Broruer,—At a meeting of the quar- 
terly Conference of this circuit, held in this place, 
on the 18th of February last, the following resolu- 
tions were unanimously adopted ; according to one 
of which you will perceive, it devolves on me as a 
duty, to forwaid them to you for an insertion in 
your paper, if you think it prudent and consistent 
with your plan. 

] deem it a duty at the same time to inform you 
that the Conference, in passing the annexed reso- 
Jutions, were actuated not only with a sincere de- 
sire of meliorating the condition of that unfortunate 
and degraded class of fellow-beings, (by compelling 
those who way hereafter become members of our 
church, to mapumit them) but from a full convic- 
tion, that the auspicious moment has arrived, when 
the Methodist Church (one of the most numerous 
and extensive in the Union,) is bound to rise in ail 
her majesty, and put an end to slavery as far as her 
influence extends. 

Viewing it as we do, in all its horrors; often 
compelled to hear the heart-rending groans of par- 
ents torn from children, of husbands from their 

‘wives ; seeing them driven through our streets with 
their clanking irons, or crowded together in the 
hold of a small vessel, when locked down, respira- 
tion becomes laborious and almost impossible : we 
should do violence, not only to our own feelings, 
but to every principle of humanity and religion, 
were we to refrain from lifting up our voices like 
a trumpet, against the abominable sin of slavery. 
Another inducement was this: believing that such 
propositions, coming from a slave holding state, 
might have some influence in rousing those who 
are similarly situated. If, from these considera- 
tions you can feel at liberty to publish the resolu- 
tions, you will particularly gratify a number of 
your readers here ; and perhaps subserve the cause 
of huinanity. Yours respectfully, 
James Bryan. 


Ata meeting of the Qnarterly Conference of 
Cambridge circuit, held in Cambridge on the 18th 
of February, 1826, the following resolutions were 
unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, Twat in the opinion of this Confer- 
enve, slavery is not only a national evil, but a most 
evident violation of the fundamental principles of 
christianity ; which inculcates that we “do unto all 
men as we would they should do unto us.” 

Resolved, Twat in the opinion of this Confer- 
ence, the united exertions of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, would do much towards the aboli- 
tion of slavery inthe United States. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Confer- 
ence, there is a most glaring inconsistency in the 
discipline of our church, which compels official 
members to manamit their slaves or forfeit their 
official stations, while lay members are exempt 
from such obligation. 

Resolved, ‘That we will use our utmost exertions, 
to get the next General Conference to pass a law, 
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member of our church, who refuses to manumit 
his siaves ; where the laws of the state in which he 
lives allow him so to do. 

Resolved, That a petition to the next Genera! 
Conference for such a law, be proposed and pre- 
sented to the members of this circuit. for signa- 
tures, 

Resolved, That with the most heart-felt joy, we 
do applaud our Brethren of the northern and east- 
ern states, who have nobly declaied by their acts, 
that a slave cannot breathe amongst them. 

Resolved, That those gentlemen of the south, 
who have nobty sacrificed self-interest at the shrine 
of justice and humanity, by liberating their slaves 
for the purpose of sending them to the land of their 
fathers, deserve the praise and admiration of eve- 
ry philanthropist. 

Resolved, That we do most cordially approve of 
the plan proposed by the. American Colonization 
Society of colonizing the people of color in Afri- 
ca. 

Resolved, That the editor of the Religious Mes 
senger be requested to publish the above resolu- 
tions—and that copies of the same be sent to the 
different circuits in the Philadelphia Conference, 
with a request that they will co operate with us in 
petitioning the next Generai Conference for the 
above law. On order of the Conference. 

James Bryan, Secretary. 


American Bible Soctety.—The Treasurer of the 
American Bible Society, has acknowledged the 
receipt of $5001 63 during the month of Februa- 
ry 1826. ‘The issues from the society’s Deposito- 
ry during the same period, were Bibles, 1683; 
Testaments 1811: total 8434.—Value, $2176 92. 


——- 


PREMIUM FOR A TRACT ON CHRIS- 
TIAN EDUCATION. 


The Committee of the American Tract Socie- 
ty have received another premiuin of fifty dollars 
to be awarded by the Publishing Committee, to 
the writer of the best Tract entitled “ Christian 
Education,” which shall be presented for their ex- 
amination, on or before the first day of July, 1826, 
and shall not exceed 20 pages in length. The 
inanuscript should be addressed to Mr. William 4. 
Hallock, Corresponding Secretary of the American 
Tract Society, No. 87, Nassau street, New-York ; 
and each accompanied by an envelope containing 
the name of the writer. No envelope will be open- 
ed, except the one accompanying the manuscript 
to which the premium is awarded. The manu- 
scripts will all be considered as at the disposal of 
the Committee, to be published at their discretion, 
unless the writers direct otherwise. 

The benevolent individual, by whom the premi- 
um for a Tract on this very important subject, is 
placed at the disposal of the Committee, has defi- 
ned the object he had in view, in the following 
manner : 

“TI have long been impressed with the impor- 
tance of correct principles in the government of a 
fainily ; but now that I have become a parent, the 
subject presses upon my mind with additional 
force. It appears to me, that professed Christians 
have not given this subject that reflection which its 
importance demands, or there would not be so 
much diversity in their opinions and their prac- 
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standing, thinks it proper to educate his children 
just as the world educate theirs ; and therefore ex- 
ends large sums upon them, that they may have 
all the accomplishments of the day. Another 
thinks this course of conduct wrong ; and is griev- 
ed because his Christian brother is training up his 
children in the way of the world. One thinks it 
proper to permit his children to attend the places 
of public aniusement, aud he is ready with bis 
reasons. Another thinks differently. Aud as the 
authority of both is sometimes quoted, no small 
difficulty arises. 

“] have thought that something might be writ 
ten, ip the mviting form of a Tract, embracing the 
main principles of a Christian Education, which, 
by its geveral diffusion, might influence many 
minds ; and thus produce a greater uniformity of 
practice among the professed disciples of Christ. 
With these views I have been induced to place at 
your disposal 50 dollars. If the appearance of 
such a Tract shall do any thing towards preparing 
the rising generation to enter upon the active du- 
ties of life, with more enlarged and consistent 
views of Christian Character and Cliistian 
obligation, and to; render them more constant 
and devoted in their labours to promote the cause 
of Christ, than it has been the happiness of then 
fathers to be, I shall be abundantly rewarded. 


A Frienp To Yours anp Retieious Tracts.” 


The members of the Publishing Committee, 
residing in New-York, it will be recollected, are 
Rev. James Minor, D. D. 
Rev. Garviner Spring, D. D. 
Rev. Joun Knox, D.D. 
Rev. Cuarxies G. SomMERs. 





FROM THE RECORDER AND TELEGRAPH. 


A FACT. 


Messrs. Eprrors,—Having recently read 
your remarks on “ waiting God’s time,” 1 send 
you the following statement of a fact as an illus- 
tration of their correctness and importance. 

A few years since, in a season of awakening 
and revival among the people with whom I am 
connected, we had a very solemn and interesting 
meeting on the evening of New Year’s day.— 
There was quite a general and powerful excite- 
ment. Several persons obtained a hope, and ma- 
ny were very deeply impressed with a sense of 
their guilt and danger, though a remarkable stiil- 
ness and order were maintained during the public 
exercises ; when these were closed, and the bene- 
diction had been pronounced, very few, if any, 
seemed disposed to leave the house. Several of 
the brethren then prayed and addressed the people, 
who were yet unwilling to disperse. I then enter- 
ed into free inquiries and conversation with some 
of the anxious ; but soon heard a middle aged man 
conversing with two young persons who stood near 
me. He said, “It would be happy indeed, if God 
should give us a new heart this year ; but we must 
wait God’s time. We cannot change our hearts 
ourselves. We are wholly dependent on God for 
anew heart.” I then turned to him, and said, 
“sir, when is God’s time? He says it is now— 
‘Now is the accepted time. Behold, now is the 
day of salvation.’ Yes, to-day, this evening; 
and is he not now visiting us by his Spirit and 
grace; and will you provoke him by delay, and 


A Fact.—Obituary. 
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say we must wait God’s time. How do you know 
but before another year, another dav, or even hour, 
you may be beyond time and beyond the reach of 
mercy—your probationary state closed forever ?” 
He was silent. 

The next day he-called upon me in very great 
distress of mind. He then told me that he was 
much awakened several years before, in a time of 
revival in the town of B. where he then resided. 
But as he could not change his heart, be conclu- 
ded to read the Bible, pray for a new heart, and 
“wait God’s time.” Upon this conclusion, his 
conviction and anxiety left him, and he soon re- 
lapsed into his former stupidity; “and I was as 
stupid,” said he, “when conversing with those 
young women last night, when you spoke to me, 
as ever [ was, notwithstanding all | had seen and 
heard ; but your first remark cut me to the heart; 
I then clearly saw my guilt and danger, nor have 
I had a moment’s rest since.’—He then added, 
“| fear my day of grace is gone, and [must perish 
forever.” I conversed with him some time; and 
he went away in deep distress of -oul, 

Afier two days he called on me again; on his 
entering the roow | observed a temaikable change 
of countenance. It seemed distinctly to speak 
the language of peace and joy within. He was 
then “ rejoicing im hope.” He told me that he 
obtained hope of pardon and renovation of heart 
the evening before ; and then said I have had no 
peace of mind, nor sleep, before last night, since I 
was brought to realize my moral condition when 
you spoke to me at the meeting on New Year's 
eve. A short time after, he made a public pro- 
fession of religion, together with his wife and 
more than twenty others; and his profession, in 
the judgment of charity, has been followed by a 
Christian li‘e and conversation. “He is vow’ a 
deacon of a Congregational church in this vicinity, 
sustains a fair Christian character, and is a useful 
man in his office. He often speaks in strong terms 
of disapprobation, of the illusive sentiment and 
the dangerous opiate of * waiting God’s time” in 
the great concerns of religion. T. 
Ovituary. 

Diep,—In this city, Charlotte, daughter of Dr. Timn- 
othy P. Beers, aged 2 years. 

At Oxford, on the Sih ult. Mrs. Lorena Meigs, 
wife of Samuel Meigs, Esq. and daughter of the late 
David Tomlinson, Esq. aged 33. 

At Sumpterville, (S. C.) on the 19th Jan. Mr. Har- 
pin Hotchkiss, aged 32, of Wolcott, Con. son of Mr. 
Timothy Hotchkiss. 

At Cheshire, on the 18th ult. Mr. William Parker, 
aged 74. 

At Hainden, on the 29th ult. Bennet B. Kingsley, 
youngest son of Capt. Samuel B. Kingsley, aged 4. 

At Brookfield, on the 23d ult. Mrs. Lucy M. Holly, 
wife of Mr. Daniel Holly, aged 43. Although she 
was taken in the midst of her days, it is believed that 
the great end of life was accomplished, In her chris- 
tian walk she was exemplary, and her death was such 
as to evince the reality of her profession to all behold. 
ers.—** Let me die the death of the righteous, and let 
my last end be like his.”— Communicated 

At Washington Christopher Rankin, member of, 
Congress from the State of Mississippi. 

At Canaan, Mr. Abijah Bennet, 74. 

At Harwinton, Conn. Miss Sally Hinsdale, aged 
23, daughter of Capt Roswell Hinsdale. 

At Canton, Capt. Asher Humphreys, 68 

At Enfield, Col. Amos Alden, 3! 
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POETRY. 
~ SO WHATIS FAITH? , _ 
Faith is the Christian's prop, l 


Whereon his sorrows lean, 
It is “‘ the substance of nis hope, 
His proof of things unseen.” 
It is the anchor of his soul, 
When tempests rage and billows roll. 


Faith is the polar star, 
That guides the Christian’s bark ; 
Directs his wand’ring when afar, 
To reach the holy ark. 
It points his course where’er he roam, 
And safely leads the pilgrim home. 


Faith is the rainbow’s form, 
Hung on the brow of beaven ; 
The glory of the passing storm, 
The pledge of mercy given. 
It is the bright triumphat arch 
Through which the saints to glory march. 


Faith is the mountain rock, 
Whose summit towers on high ; 
Secure above the tempest’s shock, 
An inmate of the sky. 
Fix'd on a prize of greater worth, 
lt vicws with scorn the things of earth. 
The faith that works by love, 
And purifies the heart, 
A foretaste of the joys above 
To mortals can impart. 
The Christian’s faith is simply this— 
A passport to immortal bliss. F. 


~ - sou er 


SW EARING. 


It is not ex<» to perceive what pleasure can arise 
from the empty sound of senseless interjections ; or 
what saperior ©.) iaipment cau sp ing from the pro- 
faire Gouud of Ved, evil, Dama, Curee,than from 
the sound of waa, wafers, peus, or any other words of 
the same uumber of syllables. It is not easy to per- 
ceive what profit is annexed to it. Whatever fortune 
may be made by perjury I believe there never. was a 
man who made his by swearing. It often happens 
that men pay for swearing, but it seldom happens 
that they are paid for it.—Does any man receive pro- 
motion because he is a notable blusterer? Or is auy 
man advanced to dignity because he is expert at pro- 
fane swearing! Never. Low must be the character 
which such impertinence will not degrade. Inexcus- 
able therefore must be the practice which has neither 
reason nor passion to support it.—The drunkard has 
his cups; the hypocrite his sanctity: the satirist his 
revenge; the ambitious man his preferments; the mi- 
ser his gold; but the common swearer has nothing ; 
he is a fool at large; he sells his soul for naught, and 
drudges in the services of the devil gratis. Swearing 
is void of all plea. Itis not the native offspring of the 
soul, not interwoven with the texture of the body, nor 
any how allied to our fear. For as a great man 
{ Tillotson] expresses it, though some pour out oaths 
as they were natural, yet no man was ever born of a 
swearing constitution. But it is a custom, a low and 
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who have no sense of honor, no regard to decency, 
but are ‘orced to substitute some rhapsody of non- 
sense.—Hence the silliness of the practice can only 
be equalled by the silliness of those who adopt it. 


MIRTH AND CHEERFULNESS. 


Mirth is short and transient—cheerfulness fixed 
and permavent. Those are often raised into the great- 
est transports of mirth, who are subject tothe great- 
est depressions of melancholy ; on the contrary, cheer- 
fulness, though it does not give the mind such an ex- 
quisite gladness, prevents us from falling into any 
depths of sorrow. Mirth is like a tlash of lightning, 
that breaks through a gloom of clouds, aud giitors 
for a moment; cheerfulness keeps up a kind of day- 
light in the mind, and fills it with a steady and per- 
petual serenity. 





When I see withered leaves drop from the trees in 
the beginning of Autumn, just such, thinks [, is the 
friendship of the world. While the sap of maiatenance 
lasts, my friends swarm in abundance; but in the 
Winter of my need they leave me naked. He is a 
happy man that hath a true friend in his need ; but he 
is more truly happy that hath no need of his friend. 





A FABLE. 


[From Berkley’s Minute Philosopher. } 

Once upon a time the government of the north be: 
ing vacant, the Prince of the power of the air couven- 
ed a council in hell; wherein, upon competition be- 
tween two demons of rank, it was determined they 
should both make trial of theirabilities, and he should 
sueceed, who did most mischief. One made his ap- 
pearance in the shape of Gunpowder, the other in 
that of Brandy. The former was a declared enemy, 
and roared with a terrible noise, which made folks 
afraid and put them on their guard. Thectherpassed 
as a friend and physician through the world, disguis- 
ed himself with sweets, and perfumes, and drugs— 
made Mis way juto the lacics’ ecbinct and the apoth- 
ecaries’ shops, and under the notion of helping diges- 
tion, comforting the spirits, and cheering the heart, 
produced direct contrary effects; and having insensi- 
bly thrown great numbers of human kind into a fatal 
decay, was found to people hell and the grave so fast, 
as to merit the government which he still possesses. 


FENELON. 

“In one of his charitable walks, (says the Cardinal 
Maury,) Fenelon met a peasant, still young, but 
plunged in the deepest affliction. He had recently 
lost a cow, the only support of his indigent family. 
Fenelon attempted to comfort him, and by giving him 
money to buy another, alleviated his sorrow; still he 
had lost his own cow, and the tear continued to fall. 
Pursuing his journey, Fenclon found the very cow, 
which was the object of so much affliction; and like 
the good shepherd, he himself drove it back before 
him, in a dark night, to the young man’s cottage. 
This, (says the Cardival,) is pertaps the finest trait 
iu Fenelon’s life; wo be to those who read it without 
being affected. The virtues of Fenelon give his his- 
tory something of the nature of romance, but his name 
will never die. The Fleminders bless his memory, 





paltry custom, picked up by low and paltry spirits, 
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and call him the good archbishop.” 
EC TC 
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